
 

 

Dear my friends in Britain. 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

[1] Edmund Burke, “Reflections on the revolution in France” 

But where popular authority is absolute and unrestrained, the people have an infinitely 

greater, because a far better founded, confidence in their own power. They are themselves 

in a great measure their own instruments. They are nearer to their objects. Besides, they 

are less under responsibility to one of the greatest controlling powers on earth, the sense of 

fame and estimation. The share of infamy that is likely to fall to the lot of each individual in 

public acts is small indeed: the operation of opinion being in the inverse ratio to the 

number of those who abuse power. Their own approbation of their own acts has to them the 

appearance of a public judgment in their favor.

 No 

man apprehends in his person that he can be made subject to punishment. Certainly the 

people at large never ought: for, as all punishments are for example towards the 

conservation of the people at large, the people at large can never become the subject of 

punishment by any human hand. It is therefore of infinite importance that they should not 

be suffered to imagine that their will, any more than that of kings, is the standard of right 

and wrong. They ought to be persuaded that they are full as little entitled, and far less 

qualified, with safety to themselves, to use any arbitrary power whatsoever; that therefore 

they are not, under a false show of liberty, but in truth to exercise an unnatural, inverted 

domination, tyrannically to exact from those who officiate in the state, not an entire 

devotion to their interest, which is their right, but an abject submission to their occasional 

will: extinguishing thereby, in all those who serve them, all moral principle, all sense of 

dignity, all use of judgment, and all consistency of character; whilst by the very same 

process they give themselves up a proper, a suitable, but a most contemptible prey to the 

servile ambition of popular sycophants or courtly flatterers.

 

[2] Edmund Burke, “An appeal from the new to the old Whigs” 

We are so little affected by things which are habitual, that we consider this idea of the 

decision of a majority as if it were a law of our original nature. But such constructive 

whole, residing in a part only, is one of the most violent fictions of positive law that ever 

has been or can be made on the principles of artificial incorporation. Out of civil society 

Nature knows nothing of it; nor are men, even when arranged according to civil order, 

otherwise than by very long training, brought at all to submit to it. 



This mode of decision, where wills may be so nearly equal, where, according to 

circumstances, the smaller number may be the stronger force, and where apparent reason 

may be all upon one side, and on the other little else than impetuous appetite,—all this 

must be the result of a very particular and special convention, confirmed afterwards by 

long habits of obedience, by a sort of discipline in society, and by a strong hand, vested 

with stationary, permanent power to enforce this sort of constructive general will. What 

organ it is that shall declare the corporate mind is so much a matter of positive 

arrangement, that several states, for the validity of several of their acts, have required a 

proportion of voices much greater than that of a mere majority. These proportions are so 

entirely governed by convention that in some cases the minority decides… 

 

[3] Hamilton, Madison, Jay “The Federalist papers, No.10 (Madison)” 

From this view of the subject it may be concluded that , by which I mean 

a society consisting of a small number of citizens, who assemble and administer the 

government in person,  A common 

passion or interest will, in almost every case, be felt by a majority of the whole; a 

communication and concert result from the form of government itself; and there is nothing 

to check the inducements to sacrifice the weaker party or an obnoxious individual. 

; and have 

in general been as short in their lives as they have been violent in their deaths. Theoretic 

politicians, who have patronized this species of government, have erroneously supposed 

that by reducing mankind to a perfect equality in their political rights, they would, at the 

same time, be perfectly equalized and assimilated in their possessions, their opinions, and 

their passions. 

 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

Lastly I want to put a question to my friends in Britain. 

Do you think it to be an attack on [true] democracy in itself that you depend too much on 

referendum for deciding on matters of national importance? 

Good-Luck with my friends 

from a Japanese SAKURA ---Japanese Cherry--- Burkean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I express my deepest sympathies to British Lawmaker Jo Cox. 
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